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By Kunle Awosiyan

Each of the 
Lagos Local 
Government 

Counci ls  spend 
about 80 per cent of 
its monthly share 
f r o m  F e d e r a l  
Account Allocation 
Committee, FAAC, 
on salaries and 
adm in i s t r a t i on ,  
E c h o n e w s  h a d  
gathered.
F i n d i n g s  b y  
Echonews  a l so  
show that some of 
the state councils 
top the federal 
allocation chats in 
the last four years 
but loads of salaries 
had made it difficult 
for them to expend 
on capital projects.
In the first half of 
2024, Lagos LGAs 
topped the national 
chart for FAAC 
r e c e i p t s ,  w i t h  
A l i m o s h o  L G A  
g e t t i n g   
�11.13�billion
Ajeromi/Ifelodun: 
� 8 . 9 0 � b i l l i o n ,  
K o s o f e :  
�8.80�billion, and 
others like Mushin, 
Oshodi/Isolo, Ojo, 
Ikorodu, Surulere 
a l l  r e c e i v i n g  
between �8 and 
8.7�billion
With the receipts 
and about 80 per 
c en t  spen t  on  
s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  
remaining 20 per 
cent is spent on 
capital projects 
And out of the 
b u d g e t  I t  i s  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  
almost all the LGAs 
and LCDAs spend 
about five per cent 
on empowerment, 
sensitisation on 
h e a l t h  a n d  
education of the 
residents 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  
investigation by our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t ,  
a lmost  a l l  the  
councils provide 
free West African 
School Certificate 
Examination and 
Joint Admission 
and Matriculation 
Examination forms 
for pupils, which is 
about 0.2 percent 
of the allocation.
Average of about 
N200m is spent on 
empowerment of 
youths , widows 
a n d  a r t i s a n s  
quarterly, which 
has been revealed 
to be about three 
per cent of the 
a l l o c a t i o n ,  
according to the 
various budgets 
presented.
O n  h e a l t h  
programme and 
sensitisation, our 
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  
noticed that on 
a v e r a g e ,  e a c h  

c o u n c i l  
appropriates about 
two per cent of its 
budget.
Apart from a few 
c o u n c i l s  t h a t  
embarked on big 
capital projects 
such as Agboyi-
Ketu where the 
Cha i rman De le  
Oshinowo, provided 
170 housing units 
in h is  housing 
s c h e m e  i n  
collaboration with a 
private sector, no 
other council has 
done such a project.
Of course, such 
councils as Oshodi, 
M u s h i n  a n d  
Alimosho did some 
road projects by the 
s t a t e m e n t s  
released from their 
media unit, only a 
few councils built or 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
blocks or health 
centres.
While some did 

spent on school 
rehabilitation, free 
exercise books, 
M u s h i n  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  
established the first 
local government-
o w n e d  R a d i o  
Station.
The station was 
among the legacy 
projects funded 
u n d e r  M u s h i n  
L G A ' s  
� 1 0 . 3 � b i l l i o n  
2 0 2 5  b u d g e t ,  
dubbed the "Budget 
of Consolidation." 
T h i s  a n n u a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
p r i o r i t i z e d  
infrastructure and 
c o m m u n i t y  
d e v e l o p m e n t  
p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  
chairman , Kehinde 
Oloyede-Almoruf 
said.
In the first half of 
2024, Lagos LGAs 
topped the national 
chart for FAAC 
receipts and in June 

of that year a total 
s ha r ed  ( FG  +  
States + LGs)  
a m o u n t s  t o  
�1.818�t r i l l i on  
w i t h   Fede r a l  
Government getting 
� 6 4 5 � b i l l i o n ,  
S t a t e s ,  
�607�billion and 
Local Governments, 
�444.9�billion
Compared to April 
when LGs received 
�387 .0�b i l l i o n   
and in March over 
N400 billion, the 
findings show a 
steady growth trend 
i n  m o n t h l y  
allocations to LGAs.
This increase is also 
considered to be the 
consequence of the 
Supreme Cour t  
ruling that allows 
local governments 
to receive direct 
allocation to boost 
transparency and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y,  
especially in states 
like Lagos.

Brought backward 
t o  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e   
breakdown shows 
that the 20 LGAs 
collectively received 
� 9 6  b i l l i o n  
between Januar 
and August of that 
year with Alimosho 
getting �18.45, 
Ajeromi/Ifelodun,�
14 .44 ,  Ko so f e   
�14.25; Mushin – 
�14.05; Oshod; 
Isolo �13.99; Ojo 
�13.85; Ikorodu 
�13.58; Surulere 
�13.24;  Agege 
�12.96; Ifako/Ijaye 
�12.75. 
The data indicates 
that all top 20 LGAs 
by allocation in the 
country were from 
Lagos State.
In 2023, all 20 
L a g o s  L G A s  
received a total of 
�192.7 billion from 
FAAC the highest 
for any state in 
Nigeria.

How Councils Spend 
FAAC Funds 
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On average, each Lagos 

L G A  r e c e i v e d  

approximately �9.64 

billion in FAAC funding 

f o r  t h e  y ea r  w i t h  

Top-Performing LGAs by 

FAAC Allocation (June 

2023–May 2024).

Based on available data, 

Lagos LGAs dominated 

the top 30 nationwide in 

FAAC allocations over the 

one-year period with 

Alimosho LGA received 

t h e  h i g h e s t  FA A C  

allocation at �18.45 

billion.

O the r  Lagos  LGAs  

featured prominently 

a m o n g  t h e  t o p :  

A j e r o m i / I f e l o d u n  

(�14.44�b), Kosofe 

(�14.25�b), Mushin 

( � 1 4 . 0 5 � b ) ,  

O s h o d i - I s o l o  

( � 1 3 . 9 9 � b ) ,  O j o  

(�13.85�b) and others.

H o w e v e r ,  o u r  

correspondent observed 

that the Alimosho LG 

desp i te  ge t t ing  fa t  

allocation had only built 

six roads and one Ultra 

modern market. 

According to a statement 

ob ta i ned  f r om the  

council, project  initiated 

by Alimosho government 

in the last three years 

include  the ultra-modern 

m a r k e t  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

headquarters,  t h e  

Imp roved  mob i l i t y,  

p r imar y  hea l thca re  

access. 

In the first eight months 

of 2023, Lagos LGAs 

collectively received 

�143.97 billion, with 20 

out of the top 25 LGAs 

nationally located in 

Lagos State.

Alimosho got �8.88bn; 

A j e r o m i / I f e l o d u n ,  

� 6 . 7 3 b n ;  K o s o f e ,  

�6.62bn; Mushin got 

� 6 . 5 2 b n  w h i l e   

O s h o d i / I s o l o ,  O j o ,  

Ikorodu, Surulere, Agege, 

I fako/I jaye, Somolu, 

I k e j a ,  E t i - O s a ,  

Amuwo-Odofin, Lagos 

Main land,  Badagr y,  

Apapa, Epe, Ibeju-Lekki, 

Lagos Island got over 

N5bn.

In the last four years, the 

20 local government 

areas in the state had 

received about N400 bn 

from FAAC out of which  

�114�billion is for 2021 

and �96�billion in 2022 

(Jan-Aug)  

But much of this fund 

goes to salaries. For 

i ns tance  in  2020,  

Ikorodu West LCDA had a 

t o t a l  b u d g e t  o f  

�1.35�billion with 79% 

go ing  t o  r ecu r r en t  

(salaries, admin) versus 

21% capital

Median of funds largely 

went to overheads and 

staff costs.

This imbalance suggests 

underinvestment in local 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  

community projects, and 

public services, the 

Executive Chairman of 

t h e  c o u n c i l  H o n .  

Sulaimon Kazeem said.

Despite robust inflows, a 

disproportionate amount 

is used for recurrent 

expenditures rather than 

visible development.

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s ,  

chairman of Alimosho 

L G A  H o n . � J e l i l i  

Su la imon.sa id  tha t  

recurrent alone took 

about N5bn out of the 

proposed N7bn 2025 

budget.

As he put it, our total 

annual appropriation for 

2 0 2 5  i s   

�7,292,664,367 with 

recurrent expenditure of 

�4,732,664,367

" W e  h a v e  j u s t   

�2,554,000,000 for 

capital expenditure,' he 

told Echonews.

However, some councils 

have been facing scrutiny 

from NGOs, political 

stakeholders, and anti-

corruption bodies over 

recurring patterns of 

limited transparency and 

stakeholder exclusion.

A 2022 HEDA survey 

found that only about 

62% of Lagos residents 

had any awareness of the 

councils annual budget, 

with 23% having no 

knowledge and 38% only 

aware of its existence 

without details reflection 

of limited transparency in 

fiscal communication.

No fewer than 23 council 

chairmen, investigation 

revealed had petitions 

against them with the 

Independent Corrupt 

Practices and Other 

R e l a t e d  O f f e n c e s  

Commission, ICPC.

As a matter of fact, two of 

them, the Chairman of 

Kosofe Local Government 

Area, Hon. Moyosore 

Ogunlelwe was invited by 

ICPC a few months ago 

over  N800 mi l l i on  

f i n a n c i a l  

misappropriation.

A n o t h e r  o n e ,  t h e  

Chairman of Lagos Island 

East  Local  Counci l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  A r e a  

(LCDA) ,  Mr.  Muib i  

F o l a w i y o  w a s  

interrogated by ICPC over 

allegations of gross 

corruption.

The ICPC has urged 

implementation of robust 

transparency frameworks 

for  managing local  

g o v e r nmen t  f und s ,  

emphasizing the need for 

f iscal  c lar i ty,  open 

procurement, and greater 

citizen engagement to 

restore public trust in 

local governance.

The anti graft agency also 

c a l l e d  f o r  b e t t e r  

t r a n s p a r e n c y ,   

publication of monthly 

budget and expenditure 

reports by LGAs.

How Councils Spend FAAC Funds 
Continued from page 2

Jelili

Folawiyo Ogunlewe

Monday 21st July  -  Sunday 27th July 2025
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DCR Partners Schools To Empower 
Students on Child Rights, Justice  

he Directorate for 

TCitizens Rights 
(DCR) has said it 

is taking proactive steps 
to empower the next 
generation of citizens 
and empower students 
on Child Rights and 
Justice.
D i r ec to r  Jona than  
Olugbemi Ogunsanya 
made this known in his 
first official engagement 
since assuming office 
w h e n  h e  h o s t e d  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  
Fluorescent Schools 
(Junior and Senior) on a 
courtesy visit to the 
Directorate.
Speaking during the 
visit, Mr. Ogunsanya 
highlighted the crucial 
role of the DCR in 
protecting cit izens' 
rights, with a specific 
focus on child rights 
protection and justice.
He emphasised the 
importance of educating 
young people on their 
rights and providing 
t h e m  w i t h  t h e  
knowledge and tools to 

seek enforcement when 
needed.
"Our goal is to ensure 
t ha t  a l l  c i t i z en s ,  
regardless of age, can 
enjoy their fundamental 
r i g h t s , "  s a i d  M r.  
Ogunsanya. "We believe 
that by engaging with 
students directly, we 
can build a more rights-
conscious society from 
the ground up."
Approximately 100 
s tuden t s  had  the  
opportunity to observe 
f i r s t h a n d  t h e  
Di rectorate ' s  da i ly  
operations, including 
walk-in and mediation 
sessions conducted by 
certified counsellors 
and mediators.
T h e  s c h o o l ' s  
coordinators praised the 
DCR for its unwavering 
commitment to human 

rights protection and 
defence within Lagos 
State. They encouraged 
the Directorate to 

continue its impartial 
and fair approach in 
upholding justice.
The engagement marks 

the beginning of a 
broader initiative by the 
DCR to partner with 
educational institutions 

a c r o s s  L a g o s ,  
r e i n f o r c i n g  i t s  
dedication to public 
education and access to 
justice.

LMDC Sensitises MDAs
he Lagos Multi-

TD o o r  
C o u r t h o u s e  

( L M D C )  r e c e n t l y  
organised a series of 
s e n s i t i s a t i o n  
programmes for the 
Ministry of Basic and 
Secondary Education 
as well as the Ministry 
of Local Government, 
Chieftaincy Affairs and 
Rural Development. 
The initiative is part of 
LMDC's commitment 
t o  p r o m o t i n g  
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  
adoption of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution 
(ADR) mechanisms 
across Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t  
M i n i s t r i e s ,  
Depar tments  and  
Agencies (MDAs).
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e  
Officer/Director of the 
LMDC, Mrs. Achere 
Cole, represented at 
the event by Mrs. 
Olubusola Ojo, an 
Assistant Director, 
Registrar, emphasised 

that the LMDC is a 
court-connected ADR 
c e n t r e  p r o v i d i n g  
mediation, arbitration, 
e a r l y  n e u t r a l  
evaluation, restorative 
justice and other 
dispute resolution 
services to help parties 
settle conflicts more 
efficiently.
She highlighted the 
numerous benefits of 
ADR, including cost-
effectiveness, faster 
resolution times, and 
improved relationships 
between disputing 
parties.
According to her, ADR 
offers a flexible and 
l e s s  a d v e r s a r i a l  
approach to resolving 
a wide range of cases, 
including commercial, 
employment ,  and 
community disputes. 
Cole also noted that 
ADR can play a vital 
r o l e  i n  f os te r ing  
harmonious working 
relationships among 
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  

particularly within the 
loca l  gove rnment  
sector.
In her remarks, Ms. 
Rosemary Ubajaka, 
I k e j a  L M D C  
Administrator, spoke 

abou t  the  Lagos  
Settlement Week, the 
flagship programme of 
the LMDC designed to 
d e c o n g e s t  c o u r t  
dockets and expand 
access to just ice 

through ADR. 
The Programme, she 
explained, provides 
free mediation services 
for cases across key 
sectors in the state, 
offering citizens a 

convenient platform to 
r e s o l v e  d i s p u t e s  
quickly and amicably, 
thereby reducing the 
burden on the courts 
and promoting social 
harmony.

Monday 21st July  -  Sunday 27th July 2025
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LASODA Hosts Competition To 
Celebrate Students With Disabilities  

The Lagos State Office 
for Disability Affairs 
( L A S O D A ) ,  i n  
collaboration with the 
Ministry of Basic and 
Secondary Education, 
o r g a n i s e d  a n  
i n t e r a c t i v e  q u i z  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  
disabilities. 
The event, themed 
"Ce l eb ra t i ng  t he  
Unique Qualities of 
C h i l d r e n  w i t h  
D i s ab i l i t i e s  a nd  
Strengthening their 
Capabilities," was 
held at the LASODA 
p r e m i s e s  o n  
Wednesday.
The initiative aimed to 
promote academic 
e x c e l l e n c e ,  
c on f i d ence ,  and  
inc lus i on  among  
students in primary 
s c h o o l s  w i t h  

disabilities in Lagos 
State. It also aims to 
encourage parental 
involvement in the 

education of their 
children.
Af ter  the keenly 
c o n t e s t e d  q u i z ,  

Wesley School 2 for 
the Deaf, Surulere, 
took the first position, 
followed by Wesley 

School 1 for the Deaf, 
Surulere, in second 
place, while Ojuwoye 
Community School 

I n c l u s i v e  U n i t ,  
Mushin, secured the 
third position.
The highlight of the 
d a y  w a s  t h e  
presentation of gifts 
and awards to the 
winners in recognition 
of their outstanding 
performance.
The event marks 
another significant 
step by LASODA 
towards fostering 
inclusiv i ty where 
e v e r y o n e  c a n  
participate and thrive 
regardless of their 
abi l i t ies.  I t  a lso 
provided a platform 
for students with 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  t o  
s h o w c a s e  t h e i r  
academic skills and 
compete on an equal 
footing with their 
peers

LASCOPA Inaugurates NYSC CDS Club 
To Deepen Consumer Protection Awareness  

n a significant move 

Ito foster a culture of 
consumer rights 

a w a r e n e s s  a n d  
a d v o c a c y  a m o n g  
Nigerian youths, the 
Lagos State Consumer 
Protect ion Agency 
(LASCOPA), on Friday, 
i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e  
LASCOPA Community 
Development Service 
(CDS) Club.
The inauguration was 
done at the National 
Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) Lagos State 
Sec re ta r i a t ,  Babs  
Animashaun, Surulere.
The  i n augu r a t i o n  
ceremony, held with 
great enthusiasm and 
participation, marked a 
strategic collaboration 
between the Agency 
and the NYSC aimed at 
e q u i p p i n g  c o r p s  
members with the 
knowledge and tools to 
serve as consumer 
rights ambassadors in 
their various places of 
primary assignment 
and host communities 
across Lagos state.

Speaking at the event, 
the Director of the 
Consumer Education 
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  
L A S C O P A ,  M r s .  
Folashade Ashaye, who 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
General Manager of the 
Agency, described the 
inauguration as a 
m i l e s t one  i n  t he  
Agency's mission to 
protect and promote 
consumer interests in 
Lagos State. 
She emphasised the 
critical role of young 
people  in  dr iv ing 
a d v o c a c y  a n d  
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  
c o n s u m e r  r i g h t s ,  
especially in a dynamic 
and eve r-evo lv ing  
marketplace.
"The establishment of 
the LASCOPA CDS Club 
is in line with the Lagos 
State Government's 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
inclusive governance 

a n d  c o n s u m e r  
protection," Ashaye 
s a i d .  " W e  a r e  
deliberately engaging 
the youth through this 
platform because they 
represent the most 
vibrant and vocal 
segment of society who 
can drive meaningful 

change in consumer 
behaviour and business 
ethics."
She charged the newly 
i n au gu r a t e d  c l u b  
members to take the 
initiative seriously by 
b e c o m i n g  a c t i v e  
w a t c h d o g s  a n d  
educa to r s  i n  t he  

c o n s u m e r  s p a c e ,  
adding that LASCOPA 
will continue to provide 
technical suppor t,  
training, and resources 
to strengthen their 
capacity.
Also speaking at the 
ceremony, the NYSC 
CDS Coordinator for 

Lagos, Mrs. Bunmi 
Oladokun, commended 
L ASCOPA  f o r  i t s  
visionary partnership 
with the NYSC. She 
n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
collaboration would not 
only enhance the 
knowledge base of the 
corp.

Monday 21st July  -  Sunday 27th July 2025
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Lagos Urges Developers To Obtain Drainage 
Clearance, EIA Before Reclamation  

he Lagos State 

TGovernment over 
t h e  w e e k e n d   

u r g e d  p r o p e r t y  
developers to always 
o b t a i n  D r a i n a g e  
C l e a r a n c e  a n d  
Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) (EIA) 
from the Ministry of the 
Environment and Water 
R e s o u r c e s  b e f o r e  
reclamation/ dredging 
and sand filling in order 
to avert any form of 
disaster in future in the 
State. 
Speaking with journalists 
at Freedom Way, during 
an inspection tour to 
some areas in Lekki, Eti - 
O s a  L G A ,  t h e  
Commissioner for the 
Environment and Water 
Resources, Mr. Tokunbo 
W a h a b  s a i d  t h e  
government would not 
condone further illegal 
dredging / reclaimation 
across the state. 
He said the EIA / 
Dra inage c learance 
would ensure that the 
reclamation does not 
extend beyond the 
drainage alignment and 
the discharge of storm 
water does not affect the 
ecosystem.
Wahab said the team had 
to visit the Periwinkle 
Estate  following several 
c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  
residents, directing that 
the ongoing i l legal  
dredging / reclamation 
must stop immediately at 
Freedom Way to protect 
Lekki 1, Itedo and 
Kusenla outlets "
"Please note that Itedo 
system too discharges 
into this lagoon as well as 
other several water 
bodies. So, you can not 
come and say you want 
to dredge and cover up 
this space or else it is a 
recipe for flooding issues 
in  this axis and environs; 
that's why we are here to 
stop them from doing 
anything here, "  he 
added. 
W a h a b  s a i d  t h e  
developers claimed they 
have approvals from 
some agencies  adding 
that any approval given 
w i t h o u t  o b t a i n i n g  
Drainage Clearance and 
Environmental Impacts 
A s s e s s m e n t  ( E I A )  
certificate from the 
M i n i s t r y  o f  t h e  
Environment and Water 

Resou rces  r ema ins  
i n v a l i d  t h e r e b y  
i n v a l i d a t i n g  t h e  
dredging.
The Commissioner and 
his team also visited Oral 
Estate for re-evaluation 
and assessment on the 
r e m o v a l  o f  t h e   
contraventions on the the 
Ikota River in order to 
have a win-win solution 
with the residents on 
how to proffer lasting 
solutions to flooding 
issues in the area. 
He said it is necessary to 
r e m o v e  t h e  
contraventions on the 
right of way of the Ikota 
River because the Ikota 
River is the only channel 
that supports the Atlantic 
in the axis. 
"The truth is the Right of 
Way of Ikota River had 
been badly encroached 
upon  by  a  l o t  o f  
deve lopments ;  God 
forbid anything happens 
on the other side of the 
Atlantic, the only way the 
government can save the 
whole of the Island is 
through the Ikota River 
and that is why the Right 
of Way of Ikota River 
n e e d s  t o  b e  r e -  
established as soon as 
possible" he said. 
He explained that there 

are some buildings 
constructed on the bank 
of the Ikota River saying 
t h a t  s o m e  m a j o r  
channels such System 
156, 157, 44 and 44A 
and 46 all discharged 
into the Ikota River and 
the re-establishment of 
the right of way for the 
Ikota River is  not 
optional. 
He reiterated that most 
parts of the Island and 
Lekki were reclaimed 
sites, which are major 
contributors to flooding, 
and as such Government 
cannot afford further 
reclamation of storm 
water paths.
He said the government 
has made it mandatory 
for the developers to 
install sheet piles as this 
installation would push 
b a c k  f u r t h e r  
e n c r o a chmen t  and  
ensure that development 
does not go beyond the 
ROW in the future. 
Wahab stressed that the 
developers would bear 
t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
installation of the sheet 
piles  as a way of 
sanctioning them saying 
that the installation 
would also mitigate the 
impact of flooding on the 
ROW of the IKota River 

most especially it would 
reduce the number of 
buildings initially marked 
to be pulled down. 
"I would like to reiterate 
that the Installation of 
sheet piles is compulsory 
and non-negotiable; I 
expect that by Monday, 
the developers show 
commitment that they 
are ready to install them; 
And that will not take 
them more than seven 
days. Once we do not see 
these commitments, we 
w o u l d  c o m m e n c e   
enforcement, " he said. 
The team also visited the 
Purple Mall located at 
Freedom Way, Lekki 
Phase 1, Lekki where the 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
announced the re-
opening of the mall for 
business activities.
He said immediately 
after the unfortunate 
incident happened, it 
was brought to the 
government's attention. 
The State Government 
called for an investigation 
and a l l  suppor t ing 
documents from Purple 
Mall.
"We ca l led for  a l l  
supporting documents 
and investigation after 
the incident. And in 
fairness, at the end of the 

day, we found out that 
due  d i l i gence  was  
observed and that they 
have the necessary 
paperwork" Wahab said.
"The Mall can not be 
sealed indefinitely while 
the other investigation is 
still ongoing. We were 
satisfied with our own 
administrative end of the 
investigation. What we 
can't control is the 
investigation that the 
Police is conducting. 
That's an investigation 
about someone's life, "he 
explained.
He described the fatal 
incident at the Purple 
Mall as very unfortunate 
where a young man lost 
his life after his vehicle 
allegedly came down 
from the top floor of the 
parking lot, leading to his 
death.
He added that the State 
Government was called 
out on the social media 
after the incident as not 
doing the due diligence 
before giving approval to 
build the mall in the 
process naming agencies 
l i k e  L a g o s  S a f e t y  
Commission and Lagos 
State Building Control 
Agency and Lagos State 
Physical Planning Permit 
Authority as culprits. 

Hon Wahab recalled that 
the facility was earlier 
shut  by  the Sta te  
Government to give room 
f o r  s p e c i a l i s e d  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  
determine the cause of 
the incident, assess 
compliance with building 
safety regulations, and 
i d e n t i f y  a n y  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r  
structural violations.
The team included the 
Special  Adviser on 
Env i ronment ,  Engr.  
Olakunle Rotimi - Akodu: 
Permanent Secretaries, 
Environmental Services, 
Gaji Omobolaji and that 
of Drainage Services, 
E n g r  M a h a m o o d  
Adegbite
Other are the Managing 
Director LAWMA, Dr. 
Muyiwa Gbadegesin; 
G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r,  
LASWMO, Engr Adefemi 
A f o l ab i  a nd  o t h e r   
d i rec to rs  f rom the  
M i n i s t r y  a n d  i t s  
Agencies. 
The places visited by the 
team  were Oral Estate;  
Purple Mall, located at 
Freedom Way, Lekki 
phase 1 and Periwinkle 
Estate at the End of 
Freedom Way, Lekki 
Phase 1.
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L
agos State 
Governor, Mr. 
B a b a j i d e  

Sanwo-Olu, has 
urged accountants 
in the state's public 
service to enhance 
their analyt ical 
capabilities and 
contribute more 
effectively to the 
pub l i c  f i nance  
system. 
He emphasised the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
upskilling to ensure 
a d h e r e n c e  t o  
r e g u l a t o r y  
processes, noting 
that these efforts 
will help create 
greater value and 
p r o m o t e  
s u s t a i n a b l e  
a c c o u n t i n g  
practices.
The Governor gave 
the charge while 
d e l i v e r i n g  h i s  
keynote address at 
the 15th Annual 
Public Lecture and 
Investiture of new 
E x e c u t i v e  
C o m m i t t e e  
members of the 
L a g o s  P u b l i c  
Service Chapter of 
the Institute of 
C h a r t e r e d  
Accountants of  
Nigeria (ICAN), 
held on Thursday at 
the Lagos Country 
Club, GRA  Ikeja, 
Under the theme: 
"The Future of the 
A c c o u n t i n g  
Profession: What 
E v e r y  P u b l i c  
Accountant Must 
K n o w  A b o u t  
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
Accounting."
Governor Sanwo-
O lu ,  who  was  
represented by his 
Special Adviser on 
Internal Audit, Dr. 
Oyeyemi Ayoola, 
n o t e d  t h a t  
accountants have a 
vital role to play in 
adding value to 

public service by 
e n s u r i n g  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e  a n d  
efficient use of 
resources.
He added that this 
requires a high 
l e v e l  o f  
professionalism to 
suppo r t  s ound  
decision-making 
t h r o u g h  
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
accounting.
According to him, 
the public sector 
must broaden its 
a p p r o a c h  t o  
eva lua t i ng  the  
services it delivers 
and the value it 
creates, not just to 
meet immediate 
needs ,  bu t  t o  
ensure long-term 
impact.
T h e  G o v e r n o r  
f u r t h e r  u r g e d  
p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
accountants  to  
e m b r a c e  
innovat ion and 
s h a r p e n  t h e i r  
analytical skills to 
e n s u r e  p r o p e r  
accountability.
In her acceptance 
speech as the 16th 
Chairman of the 
L a g o s  P u b l i c  
Service Chapter of 
ICAN, Oluwatoyin 
S u a r a u ,  F C A ,  
d e s c r i b e d  h e r  
e m e r g e n c e  a s  
Chairman as "a call 
to serve," assuring 
stakeholders that 
t h e  n e w  
administration will 
tackle challenges 
facing members 
through meaningful 

engagement and 
collaboration.
She highlighted the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
ca r r y i ng  eve r y  
membe r  a l o n g  
w h i l e  
strengthening the 
Chap te r ' s  co re  
values instilled by 
i t s  f o u n d i n g  
matriarchs.
Unveiling a robust 
12-point agenda 
for the next 12 
months, the new 
Chairman outlined 
key  i n i t i a t i v e s  
i n c l u d i n g  a n  
Executive Retreat 
to equip the new 
E x c o  w i t h  
leadership and 
commun i ca t i on  
s k i l l s ,  a  
c omp r eh en s i v e  
fundraising drive 
for the Secretariat 
building project, 
and the expansion 

of the "Catch Them 
Young" programme 
t o  r e a c h  
undergraduates in 
N i g e r i a n  
universities.
T h e  o u t g o i n g  
Chairman Lagos 
Pub l i c  Se r v i ce  
Chapter of ICAN, 
M r s .  A k i n s o l a  
Florence Titilayo, 
FCA, in her opening 
remarks, stated 
that the lecture's 
theme is timely, 
given the global 
realities of climate 
change ,  soc ia l  
inequal i ty,  and 
e c o n o m i c  
d i s r u p t i o n s ,  
averring that the 
role of accountants 
h a s  e x p a n d e d  
beyond traditional 
financial reporting.
" S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
accounting is no 
longer a concept to 

aspire to; it is now a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  
imperative. Around 
t h e  w o r l d ,  
governments and 
public institutions 
are  in tegrat ing 
Env i r onmen ta l ,  
S o c i a l ,  a n d  
Governance (ESG) 
principles into their 
operations. We, as 
p u b l i c  
accountants, must 
be at the forefront 
o f  t h i s  
transformation.
"Our capacity to 
measure, report, 
and advise on 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y -
related practices 
w i l l  g r e a t l y  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  
quality and impact 
of public financial 
management in the 
f u t u r e . "  M r s .  
Akinsola stated. 
A key highlight of 

the event was the 
investiture of the 
16th Chairman of 
the Lagos Public 
Service Chapter of 
ICAN, Mrs. Suarau 
D e b o r a h  
Oluwatoyin, FCA, 
FCTI, along with 
h e r  e x e c u t i v e  
membe r s .  The  
investiture was 
conducted by the 
61st President of 
ICAN, Dr. Haruna 
Nma Yahaya, mni, 
FCA, represented 
by the 60th ICAN 
president, Chief 
Davidson Alaribe, 
FCA.
The event was 
graced by the First 
Lady of  Lagos 
State, Dr. (Mrs.) 
Ibijoke Sanwo-Olu 
a n d  o t h e r  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
guests.

Sanwo-Olu Urges Public 
Accountants To Enhance
Their Skills  

Monday 21st July  -  Sunday 27th July 2025
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I
n a significant 
push to improve 
human capital 

outcomes and data-
driven development 
in Lagos State, the 
Office of Sustainable 
Development Goals, 
in partnership with 
Africa Human Capital 
Development Plus 
(HCD+), convened a 
h i g h - i m p a c t  
advocacy workshop 
for Monitoring and 
Evaluation (M&E) 
Officers.
T h e  w o r k s h o p ,  
t h e m e d  
" S t r e n g t h e n i n g  
M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  
E v a l u a t i o n  f o r  
H u m a n  C a p i t a l  
Development", held 
at the Dover Hotel, 
I k e j a ,  i n c l u d e s  
M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  
Evaluation Officers 
across MDAs and 
Public Affairs Officers 
in LGAs.
D e l i v e r i n g  t h e  
Welcome Address, 
t h e  P e r m a n e n t  
Secretary of the 
SDGs Office, Mrs. 
Kaphayah Olayemi 
Sarumi, emphasised 
t h e  s t r a t e g i c  
relevance of the 
w o r k s h o p  i n  
e n h a n c i n g  
p e r f o r m a n c e  
m e a s u r e m e n t ,  
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  
governance,  and 
accountability within 
t h e  s t a t e ' s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  
ecosystem.
"This workshop is not 
just another item on 
our calendar. It is a 
strategic intervention 
- one rooted in the 
u r g en t  n e ed  t o  
strengthen capacity, 
d e e p e n  
understanding, and 
mobi l i se  c r i t ica l  
action for Human 
Capital Development 

(HCD) in  Lagos 
State," she remarked.
She applauded the 
technical partnership 
with Africa HCD Plus, 
n o t i n g  t h e i r  
unwavering support 
in accelerating data-
driven human capital 
outcomes across 
A f r i c a .  T h e  
Permanent Secretary 
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  
Evaluation Officers 
play a pivotal role as 
" t r a n s l a t o r s  o f  
impact," whose work 
in data collection, 
a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  
disseminat ion is  
central to informed 
decision-making and 
sustainable policy 
implementation.
In  h is  Goodwi l l  
Message, Director of 

the Lagos Bureau of 
S t a t i s t i c s ,  M r.  
Bashiru Oseni-Ope, 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
accurate and timely 
data as the bedrock 
of developmental 
planning and urged 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  
embrace the tools 
a n d  k n o w l e d g e  
shared during the 
training fully.
He emphasised that 
the Lagos State 
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  
making significant 
investments in data 
g a t h e r i n g  a n d  
analysis as a strategic 
pillar to enhance the 
H u m a n  C a p i t a l  
Development (HCD) 
campaign and drive 
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
localisation of the 

S u s t a i n a b l e  
Development Goals 
(SDGs).
According to him, 
part of the efforts to 
strengthen the data 
s y s t e m  a n d  
infrastructure include 
robust  capac i ty -
building initiatives for 
officers to equip them 
w i t h  n a s c e n t  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  
contemporary data 
c o l l e c t i o n  
m e t h o d o l o g i e s ,  
digital tools, and 
a n a l y t i c a l  
f rameworks that  
r e f l e c t  t h e  
c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  
today's governance 
realities.
He reiterated that 
only through a well-
trained and data-
literate workforce can 

the State achieve 
i m p a c t f u l  a n d  
p e o p l e - c e n t r e d  
development.
T o  t r a n s l a t e  
k n o w l e d g e  i n t o  
measurable impact 
a n d  d e v e l o p  
actionable strategies 
for improving HCD 
indicators across 
t he i r  r e spec t i v e  
MDAs, the workshop 
featured a series of 
technical lectures 
a n d  i n t e r a c t i v e  
sessions designed to 
equip participants 
with critical tools and 
insights.
Some of the lectures 
delivered during the 
training include: 
Objectives for M&E 
Teams and HCD/SCD 
R e l a t i o n s h i p ;  
Te c h n i q u e s  f o r  

M o n i t o r i n g  a n d  
E v a l u a t i n g  t h e  
E f f ec t i veness  o f  
Advocacy Effor ts 
Ta r g e t i n g  H C D  
I s sues ;  Ex i s t i ng  
Sources and Quality 
o f  H C D  D a t a ;  
Importance of Data 
Disaggregation for 
H u m a n  C a p i t a l  
D e v e l o p m e n t  
Indices; Building a 
Cul ture o f  Data 
Advocacy: Engaging 
Stakeholders for HCD 
and How to Advocate 
for Better HCD Data.
The workshop had in 
a t t e n d a n c e  t h e  
Management staff of 
the Office of SDGs, 
the Africa HCD Plus 
Technical Team and 
Officials from the 
Lagos Bureau of 
Statistics.

SDGs Office Hosts Human Capital 
Development Advocacy Workshop  
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Adekunle Gold, Rabiu Olowo Partner 
LASHMA To Enroll Sicke Cell Warriros 
A

 p o p u l a r 
m u s i c i a n , 
Adekunle Gold, 

a n d  f o r m e r 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r 
Finance in Lagos State, 
Dr. Rabiu Olowo, in their 
commitment to give 
back to society and 
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e 
vulnerable have access 
to quality and equitable 
healthcare services, 
have partnered with the 
Lagos State Health 
Management Agency 
(LASHMA) to  enro l 
13,500 s ick le  ce l l 
warriors and families on 
ILERA EKO through EKO 
Social Health Alliance 
(EKOSHA). 
T h e  P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Lagos State 
Health Management 
Agency (LASHMA), Dr. 
Emmanuella Zamba, 
s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e 
s e n s i t i s a t i o n  a n d 
enrollment of 1,000 

sickle cell warriors and 
families on ILERA EKO 
S o c i a l  H e a l t h 
Insurance he ld  in 
Surulere and organised 
by Adekunle  Go ld 
I n i t i a t i v e ,  i n 
conjunction with the 
Sickle Cell Advocacy 
a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 
Initiative (SAMI) as 
well as the Ministry of 
Health, said that the 
partnership is expected 
to give hope to the 
sickle cell warriors' 
families.
Noting that it would 
also reduce their out-
of-pocket expenses for 
paying their medical 
bills, which are usually 
very expensive, Dr. 
Zamba said, "LASHMA 
has witnessed a legacy 
of compassion, vision 
and purpose .  The 
enrolment by Adekunle 
Gold Foundation and 
the signed agreement 

b y  R a b i u  O l o w o 
F o u n d a t i o n  a r e 
tes taments  to  the 
u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment to social 
impact and human 
dignity. 
“ I t  i s  pa r t i cu la r l y 
hear twarming that 
Adekunle Gold and 
R a b i u  O l o w o 
Foundations' focus is 
o n  s u p p o r t i n g 
individuals living with 
sickle cell disease. This 
group has long needed 
sustained attention 
and care", she added.
E x p r e s s i n g  h e r 
appreciation to the 
sponsors, Dr. Zamba 
said that the Agency is 
pleased to be part of 
t h e  m o m e n t o u s 
i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d 
welcomes with great 
e n t h u s i a s m  t h e 
F o u n d a t i o n s ' 
intentions to partner 
with LASHMA to 

p r o v i d e  h e a l t h 
insurance coverage for 
those living with sickle 
cell disease, as well as 
their family members. 
This, according to her, 
aligns with the mission 
of the Agency to ensure 
that no one is lef t 
behind.
She said, "There are 
some people whose 
children have sickle 
cell, it is not an easy 
task to take good care of 
t h e s e  i nd i v i dua l s . 
Whenever they take 
them to the hospital, 
they spend a lot. It is 
v e r y  e x p en s i v e  t o 
maintain them".
T h e  P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary said that 
interventions like this 
will not only offer direct 
medical support to the 
Enrollees but will also 
give their parents or 
caregivers nancial 
protection, peace of 

mind, and create a 
pathway to better 
health equity.
Dr. Zamba said that 
with the partnership, 
mo r e  s i c k l e  c e l l 
warriors and family 
members would be 
covered, revealing 
that Adekunle Gold 
has enrol led 750 
sickle cell warriors 
w i t h  L A S H M A 
supporting with 250 
additional slots to 
make a total of 1,000 
warriors covered, and 
Dr. Rabiu Olowo will 
enrol 10,000 sickle 
cell patients with 
LASHMA supporting 
with an additional 
2,500 to make a total 
of 12,500 sickle cell 
patients and families 
to be covered. 
T h e  P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary called on 
Nigerians, home and 
abroad, to emulate 

Adekunle Gold and Dr. 
Rabiu Olowo to support 
the vulnerable by paying 
for their health insurance 
o r  a d o p t i n g  s o m e 
vulnerable and paying for 
the i r  p remiums.  No 
amount of the vulnerable 
sponsored or premium 
paid is too small, she 
added. 
D r.  Z amba  a s s u r e d 
sponsors that frequent 
feedback will be given to 
them on how such money 
donated  to  onboard 
vulnerable individuals on 
the State Social Health 
Insurance is judiciously 
used. 
S h e  d i s c l o s e d  t h a t 
residents interested in the 
s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  t h e 
vulnerable can get in 
touch with the Agency by 
either sending an email to 
w w w. l a s h m a . c o m , 
c a l l i n g  EKOSHA  on 
07042357243 or 0703 
747 227 or vis i t ing 
LASHMA Headquarters 
opposite The Secretariat, 
Alausa, Ikeja, main gate. 
The Permanent Secretary 
said that as regards 
vulnerable enrolment on 
the Health Insurance 
Scheme, the Lagos State 
Government is doing its 
best. She added that 
aside from dedicating one 
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e 
Consolidated Revenue 
Fund (CRF) as Equity 
Fund, the Governor of 
Lagos State, Mr. Babajide 
Sanwo-Olu, has also 
increased the Equity Fund 
from N1 Billion to N3 
Billion to accommodate 
more vulnerable people. 
Dr. Zamba said that 
similarly, Mr. Governor 
has also made the Equity 
Fund a rst-line charge, 
and this made him the 
rst Governor to do so in 
t h e  c o u n t r y.  W h i l e 
applauding Mr. Governor 
for his commitment to 
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e 
vulnerable also have 
access to equitable and 
unhindered healthcare 
services, she said that the 
Lagos State Government 
cannot  do  i t  a lone ; 
therefore, to achieve the 
U n i v e r s a l  H e a l t h 
Coverage (UHC) journey 
in the State, it needs the 
collective responsibility of 
everyone.

P.13



w w w. e c h o n e w s . n g Monday 21st July  - Sunday 27th July 2025MINISTRY

Retirees Get Start-up Packs 
As a way of 

r e d e  n i n g 
re t i r ement 

and  p r omo t i n g 
economic  se l f -
reliance, the Lagos 
State Government 
has graduated its 
 r s t  b a t c h  o f 
r e t i r i n g  c i v i l 
servants from a 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
Entrepreneurship 
T r a i n i n g 
Programme. 
At the graduation 
ce r emony  he l d 
recent ly  at  the 
A d e y e m i - B e r o 
A u d i t o r i u m , 
Alausa, Ikeja, 100 
retirees received 
cer t icates and 
start-up packs to 
help launch their 
new ventures after 
d e c a d e s  o f 
dedicated public 
service.
Th e  i n i t i a t i v e , 
under Governor 
Babajide Olusola 
S a n w o - O l u ' s 
T H E M E S  P l u s 
Agenda, aims to 
e q u i p  r e t i r i n g 
o f  c e r s  w i t h 
practical business 
ski l ls ,  nancial 
literacy, and the 
right mindset to 
transition smoothly 
from civil service 
in to  success fu l 
e n t r e p r e n eu r s , 
wealth creators, 
and community 
builders.
Speaking at the 
g r a d u a t i o n 
c e r e m o n y,  t h e 
Head of Service, 
M r .  O l a b o d e 
Shuaheeb Agoro, 
no ted  tha t  the 
i n i t i a t i v e 
underscores the 
p r e s e n t 
administrat ion's 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
preparing public 
s e r v an t s  f o r  a 
productive life 

beyond service. 
He described the 
training as a clear 
demonstration of 
t h e  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
r e s o l v e  t o 
e m p o w e r  i t s 
w o r k f o r c e  f o r 
 n a n c i a l 
i n d e p e n d e n c e 
after retirement.
“This initiative is a 
directive of Mr. 
G o v e r n o r  t o 
ensure that our 
retirees do not just 
step aside but 
s t e p  f o r wa r d , 
equipped with the 
knowledge and 
skills to become 
s u c c e s s f u l 
ent repreneurs , 
m e n t o r s ,  a n d 
c o m m u n i t y 
bu i lde r s , ”  Mr. 
Agoro stated.
T h e 
Commissioner for 
Wealth Creation 
and Employment, 
Hon. Akinyemi 
B a n k o l e 
A j i g b o t a f e , 
highlighted that 
the programme, 
themed 

'Entrepreneurship 
Beyond Service: 
Retire, Reignite, 
Rebu i l d ' ,  wa s 
carefully designed 
t o  e q u i p 
participants with 
practical business 
skills, nancial 
l i t e r a c y,  a n d 
m i n d s e t  r e -
o r i e n t a t i o n 
n e e d e d  t o 
t r a n s i t i o n 
smoo th l y  i n t o 
entrepreneurship.
“ R e t i r e m e n t 
should not mark 
the end of one's 
productive years 
but rather the 
beginning of new 
opportunities to 
create weal th, 
build legacies, 
and contribute to 
e c o n o m i c 
g rowth,”  Hon. 
Ajigbotafe said.
He commended 
t h e  r e t i r i n g 
ofcers for their 
years of dedicated 
ser v ice across 
v a r i o u s 
M i n i s t r i e s , 
Departments, and 
Agencies, urging 

them to leverage 
t h e i r  n e w l y 
a c q u i r e d 
entrepreneur ia l 
skills to add value 
t o  t h e i r 
communities.
Also speaking, the 
P e r m a n e n t 
Secretary, Ministry 
of Wealth Creation 
and Employment, 
ESV.  O l a y i n k a 
Adebayo Wasiu 
emphasised that 
the training goes 
b e y o n d  s k i l l s 
a cqu i s i t i on ,  i t 
cha l l enges  the 
traditional view of 
retirement. 
“ We  wan t  o u r 
ret i rees to see 
t h emse l v e s  a s 
d r i v e r s  o f 
innovat ion and 
change. It is about 
r e d i s c o v e r i n g 
p u r p o s e  a n d 
r e i g n i t i n g 
p a s s i o n , ”  h e 
remarked.
In his remarks, 
Guest Speaker, Dr. 
Olajide Basorun, a 
retired Permanent 
Secretary of the 
Ministry, 

encouraged the 
g r a d u a t e s  t o 
e m b r a c e 
c o n t i n u o u s 
l e a r n i n g , 
innovation, and 
networking to 
succeed in their 
entrepreneurial 
p u r s u i t s . 
“ B u s i n e s s 
pr inciples are 
t i m e l e s s ; 
applying them 
di l igent ly wi l l 
g u a r a n t e e 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
g r o w t h , ”  h e 
advised.
On her part, Mrs. 
B u k o l a 
D u r o d o l a , 
Director,  Post 
S e r v i c e 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
Public Service 
Ofce, described 
the graduation 
ceremony as a 
testament to the 
S t a t e 
Gove rnmen t ' s 
p r o a c t i v e 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
redening l i fe 
after service. 
She called on 

s t akeho lde r s  t o 
s u p p o r t 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r 
retirees to enable 
them to thrive in 
their next chapter.
The high point of the 
e v e n t  w a s  t h e 
p r e s en t a t i on  o f 
ce r t i ca tes  and 
start-up packs to 
100 newly trained 
ret i rees,  set t ing 
them on a path 
t o w a r d s  s e l f -
reliance and wealth 
creation.
The comprehensive 
training covered 
modules in business 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
m a r k e t i n g 
strategies, nancial 
planning, sh and 
poultr y farming, 
soap production, 
a n d  t h e 
manu f a c t u r e  o f 
g e rm i c i d e s  and 
insecticides.
Participants were 
a lso exposed to 
opportunities for 
accessing start-up 
support services.
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Lagos Chief Judge Inaugurates 
High/Magistrate Court In 
Amuwo Odofin
T

h e  C h i e f 
J u d g e  o f 
Lagos State, 

H o n .  J u s t i c e 
Kazeem Alogba, on 
T h u r s d a y 
inaugurated a new 
court division in 
A m u w o  O d o  n 
Local Government 
Area, describing it 
as a vital step in 
bringing justice 
c l o s e r  t o  t h e 
p e o p l e ,  w h i l e 
removing the strain 
o f  n a v i g a t i n g 
Lagos' challenging 
trafc, security, 
a n d  e c o n o m i c 
r e a l i t i e s  i n 
accessing justice.
He emphasised the 
s i gn i  cance  o f 
d e c e n t r a l i s i n g 
judicial services, 
pointing out that 
“the practice of 
having 24 to 25 
courtrooms in a 
single location” 
o f t e n  c r e a t e s 
undue hardship for 
l i t i g a n t s  a n d 
lawyers who must 
t r a v e l  l o n g 
d i s t a n c e s , 
sometimes 10 to 
15 kilometres in 
u n p r e d i c t a b l e 
Lagos trafc.
"Imagine a man 
who leaves home 
by 6:30am for a 
9am court sitting 
but doesn't arrive 

until 9:30am. In 
criminal matters, 
he could miss his 
case ,  and the 
Magistrate may 
issue a bench 
warrant. That's 
how justice can 
e l u d e  t h e 
common man," 
the Chief Judge 
noted. "This new 
facility addresses 
that very real, 
pedestrian-level 
injustice."
Justice Alogba 
further praised 
the foresight of 
Amuwo Odon 
l e a d e r s , 
espec ia l l y  the 
Chairman of the 
L o c a l 
Government, Mr. 
V a l e n t i n e 
Buraimoh, and 
the local bar 

association, for 
identi fying the 
need for a High 
Cour t  d iv i s ion 
w i t h i n  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y . 
Alogba revealed 
t h a t  t h e  i d e a 
aligned with the 
j u d i c i a r y ' s 
ongoing plan to 
bridge the gap 
between cour t 
coverage in Apapa 
and Badagry.
“This facility gives 
us an immediate 
respite. It is a 
starting point for 
d e v e l o p i n g  a 
proper High Court 
edice for this 
a r e a .  I t 
d e m o n s t r a t e s 
how all things 
wo rk  t oge the r 
when driven by 

sincere purpose,” 
he added.
The Chief Judge 
also made a call 
for integrity at the 
bar, urging lawyers 
t o  r es i s t   l i ng 
f r i v o l o u s 
applications and 
ins tead  adv i se 
their clients with 
h o n e s t y  a n d 
professionalism.
“We can no longer 
afford to lose our 
integrity. Clients 
must stop seeing 
the cour t  as a 
place to gamble,” 
he said. “When 
you offer sound 
l e g a l  a d v i c e , 
clients respect you 
more and will even 
be willing to pay 
h i g h e r  f e e s 
because they trust 
your judgment.”

Ear l ie r  in  h is 
r e m a r k s , 
Chairman of the 
LG,  Valent ine 
Buraimoh lauded 
the project as a 
milestone for the 
c o m m u n i t y , 
n o t i n g  i t s 
p o t e n t i a l  t o 
improve access 
t o  j u s t i c e , 
g e n e r a t e 
e m p l o y m e n t , 
a n d  e n h a n c e 
civic trust.
“ A s  w e 
inaugurate this 
state-of-the-art 
judicial facility, I 
a m  c o n  d e n t 
that it will serve 
as a bastion of 
fairness, equity, 
and  peace  in 
Amuwo-Odon,” 
Buraimoh 

declared. “It will 
reduce the burden 
our residents face in 
seeking justice and 
bring the rule of law 
closer to home.”
He further pledged 
continued support 
for initiatives that 
i m p r o v e  l o c a l 
gove rnance  and 
judicial efciency, 
stating, “May this 
court stand as a 
s y m b o l  o f  o u r 
collective effort to 
f o s t e r  g r o w t h , 
justice, and unity.”
The Chairman of the 
A m u w o  O d o  n 
Lawyers '  Forum, 
Chris Aghaonu, also 
extended heartfelt 
appreciation to the 
Chief Judge and 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
J u d i c i a r y  f o r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g 
Magistrate and High 
Courts in the area, 
afrming that i t 
marks a new dawn 
f o r  g r a s s r o o t s 
justice delivery.
T h e  e v e n t  w a s 
attended by senior 
members of  the 
j u d i c i a r y , 
g o v e r n m e n t 
o f  c i a l s ,  a n d 
members of  the 
N i g e r i a n  B a r 
Association, all of 
whom commended 
the project as a 
t i m e l y  a n d 
i m p a c t f u l 
intervention in legal 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development.
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Lagos CJ Inaugurates Local
Government Election Tribunal 
Panels 

T
h e  C h i e f 

J u d g e  o f 

Lagos State, 

H o n .  J u s t i c e 

K a z e e m 

O l a n r e w a j u 

A l o g b a ,  h a s 

inaugurated two 

panels of the Local 

G o v e r n m e n t 

Election Appeal 

Tribunal over the 

July 12 council 

elections in the 

state.
The tribunal has 

been split into two 

divisions to sit in 

Lagos Island and 

Ikeja, with each 

comprising four 

experienced Chief 

Magistrates and 

c h a i r e d  b y 

respected retired 

High Court Judges.
Justice Taokat 

Oyinkan-Abdullahi 

(Rtd) will lead the 

Lagos Island Panel, 

w h i c h  a l s o 

i n c l u d e s 

M a g i s t r a t e s 

Michae l  O lub i , 

O l a i t a n  A j a y i , 

Salamah Matepo, 

a n d  H o t e p o 

Lazarus.
The Ikeja Panel is 

chaired by Justice 

Sherifah Solebo 

( R t d )  a n d 

c o m p r i s e s 

Magistrates Davies 

Rasak, Oluwatosin 

Fowowe-Erusiafe, 

A d e p e j u 

Odusanya, and 

Lynda Balogun.
In his remarks at 

the inauguration 

ceremony held at 

the Ikeja High 

Court Conference 

Room, the Chief 

Judge charged the 

tribunal members 

to discharge their 

d u t i e s  w i t h 

utmost integrity, 

f a i r n e s s ,  a n d 

delity to the law.
Justice Alogba 

specically drew 

t h e  p a n e l ' s 

attention to the 

2 0 1 6 

Amendment of 

the Lagos State 

Local Government 

Law, particularly 

as it relates to the 

time frame for 

d e t e r m i n i n g 

election petitions. 
He emphasised 

that "any decision 

or action taken 

outside the legally 

prescribed time 

limit is a nullity 

and of no legal 

effect."
H e  u r g e d  t h e 

m e m b e r s  t o 

remain guided by 

the principles of 

law and evidence, 

reminding them 

that the success of 

t h e  e l e c t i o n 

dispute resolution 

process depends 

heavily on their 

impartiality and 

professionalism.
"You  mus t  a c t 

strictly within the 

purview of the law. 

The condence I 

h a v e  i n  y o u r 

c h a r a c t e r , 

experience, and 

sense of judgment 

i n f o rmed  y ou r 

appointment.  I 

urge you to uphold 

justice without 

fear or favour, 

and res ist  a l l 

forms of bias or 

in t imida t ion, " 

Alogba stated.
Also addressing 

t h e  p a n e l 

members,  the 

L a g o s  S t a t e 

Attorney General 

a n d 

Commiss ioner 

for Justice, Mr. 

Lawa l  Ped ro , 

SAN, described 

t h e i r 

appointment as a 

call to service in 

d e f e n c e  o f 

democracy and 

the rule of law.

“This is not just a 
legal duty, but a 
moral obligation to 
t h e  s t a t e  a n d 
humanity. You are 
expected to ensure 
credibility in the 
electoral process by 
e l im ina t ing  any 
perception that the 
courts are used to 
determine winners 
outside the will of 
the people,” Pedro 
said.
The  pane l s  a r e 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
commence sittings 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
conclusion of the 
local government 
elections.
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Lagos DCR Sensitizes 
Students On Child's 
Right Law 
T h e  L a g o s 

Directorate 
for Ci�zens 

Rights, CDR, has 
t a k e n  s t e p s  i n 
crea�ng awareness 
to students on the 
n e e d  t o  g e t 
acclima�zed with 
the provisions of 
the Chiid's Right 
Law and it benefits 
towards them.
During a recently 
held event,  CDR 
Director, Jonathan 
Ogunsanya, stated 
that the provisions 
do not only enable 
the children's right 
but also empower 
them with aiding 

guidelines as they 
put up acts to soar 
in their academics 
and life in general.
Ogunsanya made 
this known in his 
fi r s t  o ffi c i a l 

engagement since 
assuming office 
when he hosted 
s t u d e n t s  f r o m 
F l u o r e s c e n t 
Schools, Ikeja, on a 
courtesy visit to 

the Directorate.
T h e  D i r e c t o r 
emphasized the 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
educa�ng young 
people on their 
r i g h t s  a n d 
p rov i d i n g  t h e m 
w i t h  t h e 
k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
t o o l s  t o  s e e k 
enforcement when 
needed.

He stated that the 
agency's goal is to 
ensure that all 
c i � z e n s , 
regardless of age, 
can enjoy their 
f u n d a m e n t a l 
rights. 
""We believe that 
by engaging with 
students directly, 
we can build a 
m o r e  r i g h t s -
conscious society 

from the ground up," 
said Ogunsanya.
At  the event,  no 
f e w e r  t h a t  1 0 0 
students had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
observe firsthand 
knowledge on the 
Directorate's daily 
opera�ons, including 
w a l k - i n  a n d 
media�on sessions 
c o n d u c t e d  b y 
cer�fied counsellors 
and mediators.
T h e  s c h o o l ' s 
coordinators praised 
t h e  D C R  f o r  i t s 
u n w a v e r i n g 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
h u m a n  r i g h t s 
p r o t e c � o n  a n d 
defence within Lagos 
State. 
They encouraged the 
D i r e c t o r a t e  t o 
c o n � n u e  i t s 
impar�al and fair 
a p p r o a c h  i n 
upholding jus�ce.

By Felix Kuyinu 

Lagos Court Sensitizes MDA's On 
Judicial Excellence
T

he  Lagos 
Multi-Door 
Courthouse

, LMDC, has held 
a sensit izat ion 
programme for 
M i n i s t r i e s , 
Departments and 
A g e n c i e s  o n 
a d o p t i o n  o f 
A l t e r n a t i v e 

By Felix Kuyinu 
D i s p u t e 
Resolution, ADR, 
as mechanisms 
f o r  J u s t i c e 
reforms.
The event held for 
awareness to the 
Ministry of Basic 
and Secondary 
Education as well 
as the Ministry of 

Local Government, 
Chieftaincy Affairs 
a n d  R u r a l 
Deve lopment  on 
arbitration, early 
neutral evaluation a 
d restorative justice.
Stakeholders at the 
event informed that 
the provision is in 

line with services 
to help parties 
settle conicts 
more efciently 
alongside cost-
e f f e c t i v enes s , 
faster resolution 
t i m e s ,  a n d 
i m p r o v e d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
b e t w e e n 
disputing parties.

 The initiative was 
also said to offer a 
exible and less 
a d v e r s a r i a l 
a p p r o a c h  t o 
resolving a wide 
range of cases, 
i n c l u d i n g 
c o m m e r c i a l , 
employment, and 
c o m m u n i t y 

disputes playing 
a vital role in 
f o s t e r i n g 
h a r m o n i o u s 
w o r k i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
a m o n g 
s t akeho lde r s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
within the local 
g o v e r n m e n t 
sector.
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Council Chairman Promises 
People-Oriented Programmes
In Epe

T
h e 

Chairman of 

Epe Local 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

S u r a h 

Animashaun, has 

p r o m i s e d  t o 

embark on people-

o r i e n t e d 

programmes for 

t he  bene t  o f 

residents in the 

area.
Animashaun, a 

agbearer of the  

All Progressives 

Congress, APC, 

s a i d  t h a t  h e r 

admin is t ra t ion 

would ceaselessly 

provide resources 

to developmental 

projets that would 

have signicant 

impact on the 

lives of the poor 

and vulnerables in 

the community.
During her visit to 

the Oloja of Epe, 

Oba Kamorudeen 

Animashaun, the 

c o u n c i l  b o s s 

disclosed that her 

adm in i s t r a t i on 

h a d  b e e n 

deliberately keen 

on activities to 

make people the 

centre piece of the 

local government's 

decision.
“ In  2021,  the 

peop l e  o f  t h i s 

council made a 

s i g n i  c a n t 

d e c i s i o n  i n 

e l e c t i n g  u s  t o 

gove rn  them. 

Over the years, 

we have been 

d e l i b e r a t e  i n 

r e c i p r o c a t i n g 

that decision," 

t h e  c o u n c i l 

leader said.
" We have made 

the people and 

the vulnerable, 

the centre piece 

of our activities 

as a government.
“We have been 

d e l i b e r a t e  i n 

ensuring that every 

s egmen t  o f  ou r 

popu la t i on  ge t s 

their fair share of 

d i v i d e n d s  o f 

d e m o c r a c y.  We 

h a v e  l a u n c h e d 

several schemes 

that are currently 

bene t ing  more 

t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0 

indigents, including 

students of tertiary 

institutions of the 

council.
“ W e  h a v e 

established a safety 

n e t  p r o g r am m e 

under which at least 

10,000 vulnerable 

sen io r  c i t i z ens , 

i n c l u d i n g  a g e d 

p e o p l e  a r e 

beneting.
“Every ward in the 

local government 

council area has 

beneted from our 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l 

in te r vent ions in 

r o a d ,  h e a l t h , 

d r a i n a g e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

culvert education, 

a m o n g  o t h e r 

projects,” Princess 

Animashaun said.
She commended 

the monarch and 

other tradit ional 

l e a d e r s  i n  t h e 

council area for their 

suppor t  f o r  he r 

administration.

By Felix Kuyinu 
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Hamzat Secures Second Term 
with Strong Mandate
T

h e  L a g o s 
S t a t e 
Independent 

E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(LASIEC) ofcially 
h a s  p r e s e n t e d 
C e r t i  c a t e s  o f 
R e t u r n  t o  a l l 
chairmen elect, 
v i c e  c h a i r m e n 
e l e c t ,  a n d 
councillors elect 
across the 20 Local 
Government Areas 
a n d  3 7  L o c a l 
C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Areas of the state. 
The well-attended 
event took place at 
L A S I E C ' s 
headquarters in 

Yaba, Lagos.
A m o n g  t h o s e 
c e r t i  e d  w a s 
Pr ince  Usman 
Akanbi Hamzat, 
t h e  E x e cu t i v e 
Chairman and re-
elected Mayor of 
Ifako Ijaiye Local 
Government, who 
won the recent 
council election 
held on Saturday, 
July 12, 2025. 
Prince Hamzat 
secured a strong 
m a n d a t e , 
receiving 20,285 
votes to win a 
second term in 
ofce.
T h e  V i c e 
Chairman of Ifako 

I jaiye LG, Mrs 
O l u w a t o y i n 
Awoniyi Akerele, 
also received her 
certicate, along 
with the seven 
new l y  e l e c t ed 
c o u n c i l l o r s 
representing the 
council's wards.
J u s t i c e  B o l a 
Okikiolu Ighi le 
(Rtd.), chairman 
of LASIEC, who 
led the ceremony 
w i t h  o t h e r 
c o m m i s s i o n 
m e m b e r s , 
explained that the 
c e r t i  c a t e 
presentation was 
o r i g i n a l l y 
scheduled for 

Tuesday, July 15, 
but was postponed 
due to a federal 
public holiday.
In  h is  speech, 
Mayo r  Hamza t 
expressed deep 
gratitude to the 
people of Ifako 
I j a i y e ,  t he  A l l 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress family, 
religious bodies, 
traditional leaders, 
y o u t h 
organizations, and 
a l l  o t h e r 
stakeholders who 
suppor ted  h im 
d u r i n g  t h e 
e l e c t i o n .  H e 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e 
decisive victory as 

a  s t r o n g 
endorsement of 
h i s 
administration's 
work during the 
rst term.
"This certicate 
i s  no t  j u s t  a 
document—it is 
a  r e n e w e d 
mandate and a 
call to deepen 
our service to the 
people," Hamzat 
stated. "With the 
c o n t i n u e d 
support of the 
good people of 
Ifako-Ijaiye, we 
shall pursue even 
more impactful 
socio-economic 
projects, quality 

e d u c a t i o n a l 
programs, improved 
hea l thcare ,  and 
infrastructure as 
embedded in our 
HEEDS Agenda and 
o u r  c a m p a i g n 
vision—Prosperity 
2025."
T h e  c e r e m o n y 

m a r k s  a  n e w 

c h a p t e r  i n  t h e 

democratic journey 

o f  g r a s s r o o t s 

g o v e r n a n c e  i n 

Lagos, setting the 

tone for an inclusive 

and developmental 

s econd  t e rm i n 

Ifako-Ijaiye under 

the leadership of 

Prince Hamzat.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Re-Election: Folawiyo Vows 
To Build On Progress 
C

hairman of 
Lagos Island 
East LCDA, 

Mr Muibi Folawiyo 
h a s  a s s u r e d 
residents of his 
commitment on 
e x p a n d i n g  t h e 
progress achieve in 
his rst term in 
ofce in the second 
term.
Folawiyo was re-
e l e c t ed  a s  t he 
Chairman of Lagos 
Island East LCDA 
for a second term in 
the July 12 Lagos 
S t a t e  L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t 
Election.
The council boss is 
ecstatic over his re-
election into ofce 
for another four 
years term while he 
appreciates the 
A P C  p o l i t i c a l 
structure, youths 
and artisans for 
t h e i r  v o t e s  i n 
ensuring he returns 
t o  o f  c e  f o r  a 
second term.
"It is with honour 
and humility that I 
a c c e p t  m y  r e -
elect ion as the 
E x e c u t i v e 
Chairman of Lagos 
Island East LCDA 
for another 4years. 
I am grateful to the 
good people of 
Lagos Island East 
for voting me to 
serve the people in 
this capacity once 
again.

"This victory is 
truly humbling. It 
s p eak s  t o  my 
p e o p l e ' s 
understanding of 
m y  L I E L C D A 
admin is t ra t ion 
h i s t o r y,  t h e i r 
appreciation of 
t h e  p r o g r e s s 
made between 
yes te rday  and 
today, and their 
commitment to a 
greater tomorrow.
" M y  p r o f o u n d 
appreciation goes 
t o  a l l  t h e 
stakeholders for 
the t ru ly  pan-
L I E L C D A 
mandate: young 
or old, men and 
w o m e n , 
traditional and 
r e l i g i o u s 
institutions, civil 
servants, private 
sector players, 
thoughts leaders, 
political leaders, 
market men and 
women, artisans, 
t h e  m e d i a , 
students, and our 
young ones who 
ene r g i s ed  ou r 
constituency with 
t h a t  s w e e t , 
creative chant of 
I ler ioluwa Apa 
Ke j i  and once 
again entrusting 
m e  w i t h  a n 
e n o r m o u s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
w h i c h  I  w i l l 
continue to fulll 
w i t h  t o t a l 
commitment."

F o l a w i y o 
promises to build 
on the successes 
his administration 
achieved in the 
 r s t  t e r m  t o 
e x p a n d  t h e 
c o m m u n i t y 
e c o n o m i c 
opportunities.
"My re-election is 
not a personal 
v i c t o r y  b u t  a 
victory for Lagos 

Island Easterners 
in general.
" F o r  m e ,  t h e 
victory is a call to 
consolidate on and 
further spread the 
gains of the past 4 
years and do much 
m o r e  f o r  t h e 
people. I pledge to 
recommit myself 
to this. Together, 
we will build a 
LIELCDA whose 

politics will be 
a n c h o r e d  o n 
giving equitable 
opportunities to 
all, expanding 
t h e 
const i tuency 's 
economic base 
and delivering 
d i v i d e n d s  o f 
democracy to the 
citizenry in an 
atmosphere of 
p e a c e  a n d 
respect for the 

d i g n i t y  o f  t h e 
human person.
“As the premier 
L C D A ,  I  w i l l 
continue to build on 
the work of those 
who came before 
me to ensure they 
can cont inue to 
c o n t r i b u t e  i n 
h e l p i n g  m y 
L I E L C D A 
administration to 
a c h i e v e  o u r 
collectively dened 
priorities."

By Saheed Afolabi 
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Second Term: Folawiyo 
Promises Improved IGR 
The Chairman 

o f  L a g o s 
Island East 

LCDA, Mr Muibi 
F o l a w i y o  h a s 
r e i n s t a t e d  h i s 
administration goal 
of improving the 
c o m m u n i t y 
Internal Generated 
Revenue  ( IGR )  
during his second 
term in ofce.
F o l a w i y o  w a s 
recently voted for a 
second term as 
chairman of Lagos 
Island East LCDA 
a t  t h e  L o c a l 
Government 

election held on 
July 12.
H e  s a i d  a n 
improved IGR is 
s i g n i  c a n t  t o 
a c h i e v e  t h e 
objectives of his 
administration in 
ofce as he banks 
on the loyalty, 
professionalism 
and humility of 
h i s  t e a m  t o 
achieve success 
in his second term 
in ofce.
H e  h o w e v e r 
advocated for the 
n e x t  p o l i t i c a l 
appointments and 
councilors that 

will work with him 
to work in unity 
while discharging 
t h e i r 
responsibilities to 
the residents and 
the community.
"For my LIELCDA 
administration to 
c o n t i n u e  t o 
achieve the noble 
objectives for an 
a l l  i n c l u s i v e 
government, my 
L I E L C D A 
admin is t ra t ion 
require a strong 
I G R  b y  t h e 
u n s h a k e a b l e 
commitment to 
serve the people 
with humility, 

l o y a l t y 
professionalism 
and patriotism. 
"I am certain that 
all the LIELCDA 
i n c o m i n g 
Councilors and yet 
to be appointed 
Exco members will 
be steadfast in 
their commitment 
to these values.
“May I reiterate the 
convict ion that 
only by working 
together, can we 
d o  m o r e  t o 
i m p r o v e  t h e 
quality of life of all 
Lagos Island East 
L C D A  w h i l e 
discharging our 
responsibilities."

T h e 
Chai rman 
o f  L a g o s 

I s l a n d  E a s t 
LCDA, Mr Muibi 
Fo l aw i yo  has 
reinstated his 
administration 
goal of improving 
the community 
I n t e r n a l 
G e n e r a t e d 
Revenue (IGR)  

The Chairman 
o f  L a g o s 
I s land  Eas t 

LCDA, Mr Muibi 
F o l a w i y o  h a s 
r e i n s t a t e d  h i s 
administration goal 
of improving the 
community Internal 
Generated Revenue 
(IGR)  during his 
s econd  t e rm i n 
ofce.
F o l a w i y o  w a s 

By Saheed Afolabi 

Oshinowo Bids Farewell, Appreciates 
Grassroots Collaboration
I n  a n 

u n e x p e c t e d 
f a r e w e l l 

appearance, the 
o u t g o i n g 
E x e c u t i v e 
C h a i r m a n  o f 
Agboyi Ketu Local 
C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area, Hon. Mayor 
Dele Oshinowo, 
attended the nal 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e 
meeting under his 
leadership. There, 
h e  e x p r e s s e d 
heartfelt gratitude 
t o  c ommun i t y 
leaders for their 
steadfast support 
during the past 
eight years.
The emot ional 
event, held in 

Kehinde Adeleye Agboyi Ketu, was 
announced in a 
s t a t e m e n t  b y 
H o n .  A d e b i s i 
Adeniyi, Senior 
Special Assistant 
to the Executive 
C h a i r m a n  o n 
C o m m u n i t y 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
Affairs. Mayor 
Oshinowo used 
the opportunity 
to reect on his 
time in ofce, 
describing it as a 
period marked by 
strong grassroots 
collaboration and 
tangible progress 
throughout the 
council area.
Speaking with 
h u m i l i t y  a n d 
thankfulness, the 
Mayor recognized 

t h e  c r u c i a l 
pa r tne rsh ip  and 
sacrices of CDC 
members during his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
Drawing from his 
own experience as a 
former community 
l e a d e r ,  h e 
commended their 
o f t e n  v o l un t a r y 
service as essential 
to the success of his 
tenure.
 “The success of the 
last election is a 
testament to our 
collective efforts,” 
O s h i n o w o 
remarked.  “Your 
loyalty, cooperation, 
and belief in our 
vision made it all 
possible. I urge you 
to extend the same 

u n w a v e r i n g 
support to the 
i n c o m i n g 
Chairman, Hon. 
(Mrs.) Adetola 
A d u n n i 
Abubakar.”
The Chairman-
elect, Adetola 
Abubakar (née 
Oyede l e ) ,  i s 
e x p e c t e d  t o 
bui ld  on the 
foundation laid 
b y  M a y o r 
Oshinowo and 
carry forward 
t h e  L C D A ' s 
developmental 
momentum.
D u r i n g  t h e 
f a r e w e l l 
session, CDC 
leaders shared 
heartfelt 

testimonials about 
t h e  M a y o r ' s 
impac t ,  c i t i ng 
major  pro jects 
executed under 
his administration 
—  f r o m 
in f ras t ruc tu ra l 
upgrades on Alliu 
Street in Ketu to 
key developments 
in Ajelogo, Agboyi, 
and the Irawo axis 
o f  O w o d e -
Ajegunle.
CDC Chairman, 
E n g r.  B a d e j o , 
p ra i sed  Mayor 
O s h i n o w o ' s 
d e d i c a t i o n  t o 
i n c l u s i v e 
governance and 
c o m m u n i t y 
development.
 “ You b rought 
energy, humility, 
and performance 
to this ofce,” he 
said. “May the 

next chapter of 
your journey be 
lled with even 
g r e a t e r 
accomplishment
s.”
T h e  f a r e w e l l 
m e e t i n g 
concluded with 
p r a y e r s  a n d 
w o r d s  o f 
encouragement, 
a s  m e m b e r s 
p l e d g e d 
c o n t i n u e d 
cooperation with 
t he  i n com ing 
administration.
 O s h i n o w o ' s 
legacy dened by 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y, 
people-centered 
po l i c i e s ,  and 
v i s i b l e 
c o m m u n i t y 
transformation 
l e a v e s  a n 
enduring mark 
on Agboyi-Ketu 
LCDA.

KOSOFE
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BBNaija Season 10 Set to 
Premiere July 26 
M

ultiChoic
e Nigeria 
announce

d on Wednesday 
the much awaited 
return of Africa's 
biggest reality TV 
show, Big Brother 
Naija, which is set 
t o  l a u n c h  i t s 
l andmark  10th 
season.
The premiere for 
s e a s o n  1 0  o f 
BBNaija will take 
p lace over  two 
nights — Saturday, 
J u l y  2 6  a n d 
Sunday, July 27.
This new season 
promises 10 weeks 
of intense drama, 
s t r a t e g i c 
competition, and 
u n m a t c h e d 
en t e r t a i nmen t , 
leading up to the 
grand nale on 
Sunday, October 5.
T h e  a u d i t i o n 
process for this 
milestone edition 
w a s  c a r e f u l l y 
crafted to discover 
t h e  m o s t 
captivating and 
v i b r a n t 
personalities from 
across Niger ia . 
Registration ran 
from May 3 to May 
7 and received an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g 
number of entries. 
This was followed 
b y  i n  p e r s o n 
auditions held in 
Lagos, Abuja, and 
Enugu between 

May 16 and May 
18.
Speaking on the 
upcoming season, 
Busola Tejumola, 
Executive Head, 
G e n e r a l 
Enter tainment, 
M u l t i C h o i c e 
Group, expressed 
her excitement: 
“Today we are not 
just announcing 
another season, 
we are celebrating 
a legacy.”
While the ofcial 
theme for Season 
1 0  w i l l  b e 
unveiled on the 
premiere night, 
v i e w e r s  c a n 
anticipate a fresh 
w a v e  o f 
excitement. The 
beloved Ebuka 
Obi-Uchendu is 
returning as host, 

guiding viewers 
th rough  eve r y 
twist and turn of 
the season. This 
10th season also 
has the highest 
prize at stake, 
v a l u e d  a t  a 
w h o p p i n g 
N150million.
Fans can catch 
the premiere live 
on July 26 and 27 
exc lus ive ly  on 
A f r i c a  M a g i c 
Showcase, Family 
and Showmax. 
The Sunday live 
eviction shows 
w i l l  a l s o  a i r 
exc lus ive ly  on 
these channels. 
The  24/7 l i ve 
stream will be 
available on DStv 
Channe l  198 , 
GOtv Channel 49, 
and on Showmax.

“ B B N a i j a  h a s 
become more than 
just a television 
show; it is a living, 
breathing cultural 
force. It has given 
voice to a new 
g e n e r a t i o n  o f 
talent, creatives, 
entertainers, and 
t h e  i n  u e n c e r 
community, and it 
has rened what 
h o m e g r o w n 
entertainment can 
achieve when it is 
done at scale with 
i n t e n t i o n  a n d 
ambition,” added 
Tejumola.
With a two-night 
opening live show 
for Big Brother 
Naija Season 10, 
t h e  s e a s o n  i s 
poised to build 
upon the legacy of 

its predecessors, 
w i t h  f a n s 
expecting a more 
d y n a m i c  a n d 
e n t e r t a i n i n g 
experience. Still 
s p e a k i n g  o n 
what the season 
holds, Tejumola 
said, “Today we 
a r e  n o t  j u s t 
a n n o u n c i n g 
another season, 
w e  a r e 
ce l eb ra t i ng  a 
legacy. From the 
very rst time we 
introduced Big 
Brother Naija in 
2017, we had an 
inkling that we 
had something 
special. What we 
cou ldn ' t  f u l l y 
imagine then is 
how deeply the 
s h o w  w o u l d 
resonate not only 

in Nigeria but across 
Africa and in the 
global diaspora, 
where our stories 
continue to connect 
people to home.”
T h i s  m i l e s t o n e 
season for the iconic 
show is not without 
the usual lineup of 
sponsors. The gold 
sponsor for the 10th 
season of the show 
is Guinness Nigeria. 
O t h e r  s p on s o r s 
include Smirnoff, 
Go r d on s ,  HFM, 
Pepsi, Aquana, 
S u p a k o m a n d o , 
Tolaram Group, Bet 
King, Golden Penny 
F o o d s ,  H a i e r 
T h e r m o c o o l , 
Checkers custard, 
a n d  I n n o s o n 
M o t o r s ,  a m o n g 
others.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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My Family Will Gang Up 
Against Buhari in the Afterlife
-Seun Kuti

S
eun Kuti, the 

youngest son 

of Afrobeat 

icon Fela Kuti, has 

responded to the 

passing of former 

P r e s i d e n t 

M u h a m m a d u 

Buhari, saying that 

no other family in 

Nigeria suffered as 

much under his 

leadership as theirs 

did.
In a video posted 

on his Instagram 

account,  Seun 

Kuti recounted 

how his father 

and uncles, Beko 

and Koye, were 

r e p o r t e d l y 

mistreated during 

Buhari's time as 

military Head of 

State.
“There's nobody 

B u h a r i  h a s 

o f f e n d e d  a n d 

damaged like my 

fami ly.  Buhar i 

deal t  wi th my 

family, but his 

death is not any 

type of justice or 

v ictor y for my 

family,” Seun Kuti 

said.
H e  e x p r e s s e d 

regret that the 

men he looked up 

to died long before 

Buhari.
He described his 

father and uncles 

as “better men” 

than the former 

president.
Seun Kuti added 

t h a t  w h i l e  h e 

cannot get back 

his loved ones, he 

 n d s  a  b i t  o f 

comfor t  in  the 

thought that they 

might  gang up 

against Buhari in 

the afterlife.
“My only regret is 

that my dad Fela, 

and my uncles 

Koye and Beko 

died before him; 

all better men 

than him. The 

only solace I can 

take f rom his 

death is that the 

three of them will 

gang up against 

him (Buhari) in 

the afterlife if 

there's such a 

thing.”
The singer's reaction 

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 

lasting impact of 

Buhari 's military 

regime on his family, 

pa r t i cu la r l y  the 

1984 raid on the 

Kalakuta Republic, 

which resulted in 

the death of Fela 

K u t i ' s  m o t h e r, 

F u n m i l a y o 

Ransome-Kuti.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Davido Hits Milestone with 
Silver Certification for Timeless

G
r a m m y 

nominat

e d 

Nigerian singer 

D a v i d o  h a s 

achieved another 

major milestone 

in his career as 

his fourth studio 

album Timeless 

h a s  o f  c i a l l y 

been cer t ied 

S i l v e r  i n  t h e 

United Kingdom.
R e l e a s e d  o n 

M a r c h  3 1 , 

2023, Timeless 

has continued to 

b r e a k  n e w 

ground, leading 

streaming charts 

o n  p l a t f o r m s 

such as Spotify 

N i g e r i a , 

A u d i o m a c k , 

Boomplay, and 

YouTube. The 17 

t r a c k  a l b u m 

h i g h l i g h t s 

Davido's musical 

range, blending 

e l e m e n t s  o f 

A f r o b e a t s , 

d a n c e h a l l , 

reggae, konto, 

h i g h l i f e ,  a nd 

Afropop.
T h e  a l b u m 

features a lineup 

of high prole 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n s , 

including Asake, 

Skepta, Dexta Daps, 

Fave, The Cavemen, 

and Grammy winner 

Angelique Kidjo.
In addition to its 

commercial impact, 

Timeless earned 

Davido a Grammy 

nomination for Best 

G l o b a l  M u s i c 

Album. Its standout 

s i n g l e s 

“Unavailable” and 

“Feel” also received 

G r a m m y 

nominat ions  fo r 

Best African Song 

Performance and 

Best Global Song 

Performance. The 

a lbum was a lso 

nominated for Song 

of the Year at the 

Headies Awards.
F o l l o w i n g  i t s 

r e l ease ,  Dav ido 

embarked on the 

T i m e l e s s  To u r, 

p e r f o r m i n g  t o 

packed audiences in 

major cities such as 

Washington D.C., 

Toronto, New York, 

and London, further 

s o l i d i f y i n g  t h e 

a l b u m ' s 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

impact.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Portable Declares Tinubu as 
Nigeria's Best President 

S
t r e e t  p o p 
a r t i s t 
H a b e e b 

Okikiola, widely 
known as Portable, 
has once again 
praised President 
B o l a  T i n u b u , 
calling him the best 
leader Nigeria has 
ever had.
H e  m a d e  t h e 
remark in a viral 
video shared on 
I n s t a g r a m  o n 
M o n d a y,  a m i d 

growing online 
back lash f rom 
other celebrities 
w h o  h a d 
supported Tinubu 
during the 2023 
general elections 
but have since 
expressed regret 
over the nation's 
w o r s e n i n g 
e c o n o m i c 
situation.
Portable claimed 
t h a t ,  d e s p i t e 

public complaints 
and social media 
criticism, Nigeria 
is only beginning 
t o  e x p e r i e n c e 
genuine progress 
under Tinubu's 
administration.
He said, “Since I 
was  bo rn  and 
N i g e r i a  h a s 
existed, people 
say 'Nigeria will 
get better'. Nigeria 
only gets better 
under the Tinubu 

administration. It 
is President Bola 
Tinubu who makes 
the country great. 
He is the best 
president Nigeria 
ever had, though I 
don't know how 
future presidents 
will perform, but 
he is the best we 
ever had.”
The 'Zazu Zeh' 
crooner fur ther 
claimed that while 
many insult the 

president online, 
h e  b e l i e v e s 
Tinubu is simply 
f o c u s e d  o n 
working quietly 
b e h i n d  t h e 
scenes.
“ W h e n e v e r 
Nigerians and 
bloggers insult 
T i n u b u ,  t h e 
president does 
not respond to 
their criticisms 
because he is 

busy working,” he 
said.
P o r t a b l e  a l s o 
reected on his past 
criticism during the 
EndSARS protest, 
recalling how he 
joined many others 
in accusing former 
P r e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari of allegedly 
au tho r i z i n g  t he 
Lekk i  To l l  Ga te 
shooting.
He said, “He is 
working and just 
talking, I don't lie, 
because I was part 
o f  p e o p l e  w h o 
previously abused 
the president during 
t h e  E n d S A R S , 
w h e r e  f o r m e r 
p r e s i d e n t 
M u h a m m a d u 
Buhari al legedly 
ordered Lekki Toll 
Gate shootings, but 
Tinubu is indeed 
w o r k i n g  a s 
president.”
H e  a d d e d  t h a t 
anyone who works 
hard under Tinubu's 
leadership will nd 
a way to thrive, 
c i t i n g  h i s  o w n 
experience as proof.
The video sparked 
w i d e s p r e a d 
reactions on social 
media, just days 
after the singer also 
criticized Buhari's 
administration for 
increasing hardship 
and shutting down 
food borders across 
the country.

Kehinde Adeleye 
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Jakande's Son Pledges 
To Uphold Father's 
Legacy C

h a i r m a n 
e l e c t  o f 
OdiOlowo 

Ojuwoye LCDA, 
Mr Seyi Jakande 
has vowed to 
s u s t a i n  h i s 
father's (Alhaji 
Lateef Jakande) 
legacies when he 
resumes ofce 
ofcially.
Jakande who's 
the present vice 
c h a i r m a n  o f 
O d i O l o w o 
Ojuwoye LCDA 
m a d e  t h e 
revelation after 
co l lec t ing h is 
Ce r t i  ca t e  o f 
Return from the 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n 
(LASIEC).
H e  s a i d  h i s 
administration 
will key into the 
vision of the rst 

civilian governor of 
Lagos State, Late 
A l h a j i  L a t e e f 
Jakande, people 
centric programmes 
and policies to drive 
economic growth in 
t h e  L o c a l 
Government.
Jakande added that 
his father's people 
friendly policies will 
be brought on board 
wh i l e  impac t fu l 
innovations will be 
established to move 
the council forward.
“We are going to key 
into the vision of 
A l h a j i  L a t e e f 
Jakande, organising 
p e o p l e - c e n t r i c 
programmes and 
policies.
“We are denitely 
going to sustain 
them (Jakande's 
policies) in a way we 
are going to put in 
new innovations to 
move the council 
forward."

By Saheed Afolabi 

Jakande Promises Continuity 
In OdiOlowo 
C

h a i r m a n 

e l e c t  o f 

OdiOlowo 

Ojuwoye LCDA, 

Mr Seyi Jakande 

has assured of the 

continuity of the 

p r e s e n t 

admin is t ra t ion 

projects when he 

resumes ofce as 

elected chairman.

By Saheed Afolabi 
Jakande boasted 

t ha t  t h e  APC 

h a v e  a l w a y s 

delivered on their 

c a m p a i g n 

promises for the 

past eight years 

a n d  h i s 

administrat ion 

won't be different 

in sustaining the 

p r e s e n t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

projects.
The vice chairman of 

OdiOlowo Ojuwoye 

L C D A  s a i d  a l l 

present programs 

done in the past 

eight years will be 

sustained in the next 

administration while 

new innovations 

will be brought on 

to ensure smooth 

r u n n i n g  o f 

operations.
“We have always 

delivered on all 

ou r  campa i gn 

promises in the 

past eight years. 

We will continue 

to do.

“It's a continuity of 

a l l  o f  t h e 

programmes that 

we have actually 

done in the past 

eight years as vice 

chairman of the 

council.
“We in tend to 

s u s t a i n  t h e 

peop l e - cen t r i c 

programmes that 

have impacted 

on the lives of 

people in the 

community.
“We are bringing 

i n  n e w 

innovations to 

impact on the 

p e o p l e  o f 

Oduwoye Local 

C o u n c i l 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

Area."
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LASU Graduate Emerges 
Best Graduating Female Student 
at Law School M

a r y a m 
Lawa l , 
a proud 

Lagos ian  and 
g r a d u a t e  o f 
L a g o s  S t a t e 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Faculty of Law, 
h a s  b e e n 
celebrated for her 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
achievement at 
the Nigerian Law 
School.
 She was named 
t h e  B e s t 
G r a d u a t i n g 
Female Student 
and the Second 
O v e r a l l  B e s t 
S t u d e n t 
n a t i o n w i d e , 
receiving eight 
a c a d e m i c 
a w a r d s , 
including one for 
Corporate Law 
Practice.
M a r y a m ' s 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
highlights her 
dedication and 
d i s c i p l i n e 
throughout the 
rigorous one-year 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
training program 
required for all 
law graduates 
before they are 
called to the Bar 
in Nigeria.
G o v e r n o r 
Babajide Sanwo-
O lu  o f  Lago s 
S t a t e  h a s 
p u b l i c l y 
congra tu la ted 
M a r y a m , 
describing her 
succe s s  a s  a 
shining example 

o f  what  can be 
achieved through 
hard work, talent, 
a n d  q u a l i t y 
education. He also 
praised Lagos State 
U n i v e r s i t y  f o r 
n u r t u r i n g  s u c h 
a c a d e m i c 
excellence.
M a r y a m ' s 
achievement places 
her among the top 
law graduates out of 
more than 5,000 
c a n d i d a t e s 
nationwide who sat 
for the Bar Final 
Examinations. The 
N i g e r i a n  L a w 
S c h o o l  a w a r d s 
honors to a select 
f e w  b a s e d  o n 
e x c e l l e n c e  i n 
subjects such as 
Criminal Litigation, 
C iv i l  L i t i ga t ion, 
Property Law, and 
C o r p o r a t e  L a w 
Practice.
He r  r emarkab l e 
accompl ishment 
h a s  d r a w n 
widespread acclaim 
on social media, 
with many praising 
h e r  i n t e l l e c t , 
perseverance, and 
t h e  s o l i d  l e g a l 
foundation provided 
by LASU.
Mar yam Lawal 's 
s u c c e s s  s t o r y 
s t a n d s  a s  a n 
i n s p i r a t i o n  t o 
aspiring lawyers, 
especially women, 
and reects the 
growing reputation 
o f  L a g o s  S t a t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n 
producing top-tier 
legal professionals.
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Lagos Assembly Commences 
Mid-Year  Performance 
Assessment Of MDA's
T

h e  L a g o s 
State House 
of Assembly 

h a s  b e g u n 
s c r u t i n i z i n g 
M i n i s t r i e s , 
Department and 
Agencies in the 
state to check on 
scal and other 
activities in the 
midd le  o f  yea r 
2025.

The lawmakers 
h e l d  t h a t  t h e 
m e a s u r e  i s 
embarked on to 
e n s u r e 
compl iance to 
t r a n s p a r e n c y, 
accoun tab i l i t y 
and diligence in 
t h e i r  v a r i o u s 
ofces.
The lawmakers 
also noted that 

APC Dominates Isolo LCDA with 
Chairmanship and Councillorship Seats

OSHODI

Kehinde Adeleye 

F
ollowing his 
d e c i s i v e 
v i c t o r y  i n 

last Saturday 's 
c h a i r m a n s h i p 
election in Isolo 
L o c a l  C o u n c i l 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Area, the Lagos 
State Independent 
E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n 
( L A S I E C ) 
p r e s en t ed  t h e 
C e r t i  c a t e  o f 
Return to Olasoju 
Adebayo of the All 
P r o g r e s s i v e s 
Congress (APC).
Olasoju and his 
r unn ing  ma te , 

H o n .  S h a k i r 
Sadiq Adeola, 
received their 
certicates along 
with 56 other 
chairmen-elect 
a n d  v i c e 
chairmen-elect 
from across the 
s t a t e  e a r l i e r 
today.
It is recalled that 
Olasoju secured 
h i s  m a n d a t e 
w i t h  22 ,331 
v o t e s  o n 
S a t u r d a y , 
c o m f o r t a b l y 
de fea t ing  the 
candidates of the 
P e o p l e ' s 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Party (PDP) and 
Labou r  Pa r t y 

( L P ) ,  I s i a q 
S h o n u b i  a n d 
Sa lako  Fasas i , 
respectively.

the  i n i t i a t i v e , 
u n d e r  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f 
G o v e r n o r 
Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, is in line with 
effective delivery 
o f  g o o d 
governance to the 
peop l e  o f  t he 
State.
Speaker of the 
H o u s e , 
M u d a s h i r u 

O b a s a ,  s a i d 
“ T h e r e  a r e 
 n a n c i a l 
regulation laws 
a n d  t h e r e  a r e 
sanctions. At the 
oor of the house, 
whatever agency 
t h a t  i s  f o u n d 
culpable in i ts 
performance, the 
h e a d  o f  t h a t 
a g en c y  o r  t h e 
ofcer responsible 

normally faces 
the penalty for 
whatever they 
have committed, 
i n  l i n e  w i t h 
 n a n c i a l 
regulation law.
“This exercise is 
m e a n t  i s  t o 
ensure the MDAs 
comply with the 
l a w ,  t h e 
Appropr ia t i on 
L a w .  I t  i s 

important for our 
o w n  o v e r s i g h t 
purposes and also to 
e n s u r e  t h e 
negot iat ion gets 
value for money.
“We in the House of 
Assembly are taking 
it upon ourselves 
because  i t  i s  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
responsibility for us 
t o  d o  p r o p e r 
oversight."

The APC also 
achieved a clean 
sweep  o f  t he 
counci l lorship 
seats, winning all 

seven available 
pos i t i on s .  The 
councillors-elect 
are expected to 
r e c e i v e  t h e i r 

ce r t i ca tes  o f 
r e t u r n  f r o m 
LASIEC as the 
p r o c e s s 
continues.
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Nigeria Women's Table 
Tennis Team Crowned 
West Africa Champions
N

i g e r i a ' s 
women's 
t a b l e 

t e n n i s  t e a m , 
spearheaded by 
A joke  O jomo, 
s e c u r e d  a 
resounding 3-0 
victory over the 
Benin Republic 
t o  c l a i m  t h e 
women's team 
t i t l e  i n  t h e 
opening day of 
the 2025 ITTF 
A f r i c a  W e s t 
R e g i o n a l 
Championships 

in Lagos.
T h e  r e g i o n a l 
tournament, hosted 
at the Molade Okoya 

By Saheed Afolabi 

Nigeria Star, Rotimi, Shares Ambitious
Future
Nigeria U17 

s t a r , 
M u i n a t 

Rotimi has set her 
s i g h t s  o n  a n 
ambitious future 
in her career.
The Nakamura FA 
mideder was a 
s t a n d o u t 
performer for the 
Flamingos in their 
run to qualifying 
for the 2025 FIFA 
U17  Women ' s 
Wo r l d  C u p  i n 
Morocco.
T h e  e c s t a t i c 
youngster said her 
e x p e r i e n c e 
playing through 
the qualiers was 
an epic show of 
m e m o r a b l e 
moments which 

By Saheed Afolabi i m p r o v e  h e r 
ab i l i t i e s  as  a 
mideder, while 
e x p e r i e n c i n g 
other countries 
c u l t u r e  a n d 
traditions.
She described 
the Flamingos 
qualication to 
the FIFA U17 
Women's World 
C u p  a s  a n 
e x c i t i n g 
experience for her 
d e s p i t e  t h e 
r i g o r o u s 
qualiers phase 
which the team 
p a s s e d 
successfully.
"Firstly, playing 
for Nigeria at the 
F I F A  U 1 7 
Women's World 
Cup qualifer was 
an epic one full of 
m e m o r a b l e 

moments which will 
linger on forever. I 
experienced some 
countries cultures 
w h i l e  t h e 
competitive level of 
t h e  q u a l i  e r s 
improved my overall 
a b i l i t i e s  a s  a 
midelder.
"I'm so excited being 
part of the team to 
qualify Nigeria for 
t h e  F I F A  U 1 7 
Women's World Cup 
that will be held in 
Morocco. It was a 
rigorous qualiers 
no doubt but I'm 
glad we came top 
and it will be a 
surreal experience to 
be at the World Cup 
once again."
Rotimi added that 
her target is to play a 

vital team role in 
winning the age 
grade trophy for 
Nigeria.
She revealed that 
Brazilian mideld 
s t a r ,  C a r l o s 
Casemiro is her 
mentor who she 
looks up to due to 
their similarities 
and style of play.
"I learnt to be 
d i s c i p l i n e d , 
focused on the 

pitch at all times, 
all this played a 
major role in me 
d u r i n g  t h e 
qualiers.
"My target is to 
rst make the nal 
list of players for 
the World Cup in 
Morocco and also 
play a major part 
in winning the 
trophy for the rst 
time for Nigeria.
“Carlos Casemiro 

is my mentor in 
t h e  Wo r l d  o f 
football. We play 
i n  t h e  s a m e 
position and I 
watched his clips 
a lot which has 
a l s o  a d d e d 
positive impact 
to my game. Real 
Madrid remains 
my favorite club 
to play at due to 
t h e i r  r i c h 
history."

Thomas Spor ts 
Hall inside the 
Tesl im Balogun 
S t a d i u m  i n 
Surulere, marks 

the rst of ve 
m a j o r  t a b l e 
tennis events 
scheduled for 
Lagos this year.

This decisive win 
not only earned 
N i g e r i a  t h e 
women ' s  t eam 
crown but also 
s e c u r e d  t h e i r 
qualication for 
the prest igious 
2025 ITTF Africa 
S e n i o r 
Championships in 
Rwanda. 
With the regional 
title in hand, the 
team will now shift 
focus to the highly 
anticipated WTT 
Contender Lagos 
event, set to take 
place from July 22 

to 26 at the same 
venue.
In the men's team 
event, Nigeria's 
trio of Taiwo Mati, 
Matthew Kut i , 
and Abdulbasit 
A b d u l f a t a i 
delivered strong 
performances in 
G r o u p  O n e , 
advancing to the 
 n a l  a f t e r  a 
walkover against 
L i b e r i a  a n d 
dominan t  3 -1 
wins  over  the 
Ivor y Coast to 
qualify for the 
semi-nal.
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